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Different from the normal calendars print a month per page, 
traditional day calendars having a day printed on one paper. 
Tearing off a page indicates a day passed. The Day by Day 
Calendar is designed in such format which has a special context 

in Taiwan. It is divided into four 27.5 x 41.5 cm tear-off calendars 
by seasons. Red, orange blue, and green represent Summer, 
Autumn, Winter and Spring. Except for the basic dates, the Day by 
Day calendar includes the Auspicious & Inauspicious phase of the 
moon, 24 solar terms, the time of sunrise and sunset, the seasonal 
ingredients and Taiwan & New Zealand festivals. 

The project starts with the idea of introducing my home country, 
Taiwan. I take the common item, calendar, as the carrier to deliver 
my thought. This project is aimed to promote the cultural exchange 
between Taiwan and New Zealand. Thus, the project follows two core 
concepts. Localising the Taiwanese calendar format by integrating 
New Zealand’s information into the day calendar. Another, as a 
paper-based day calendar, the position is to increase the sense of 
ritual in daily life by quantifying each day into a piece of paper and 
making every day counts. People rely more and more on devices in 
this digital era. Technology creates a convenience life but making 
people ignore their surroundings. How long haven’t you put down 
your devices and observed the starry sky and the season change just 
like when you were a child?

Although it is unknown for the potential market of an Asian-
format calendar in New Zealand, the unique quality increases the 
possibility of Day by Day Calendar to stand in the calendar industry. 
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What Is Day Calendar?

Day calendars print a day per page, unlike the Georgian calendar 
print a month per page. People tear off a page to represent a day 
passed. This calendar format is a unique design from the East 
of Asia. There is a special social context of using the tear-off 

calendar in Taiwan. It originally designed to fit the famers’ lifestyle. 
They go to work at sunrise and go home when sunset and their 
harvest depends on the climate.

Except the date, traditional day calendars usually contain the 
date of lunar calendar, the Auspicious/Inauspicious for the day, 
festivals, the time of sunrise and sunset and so on. Most importantly, 
advertising. Business often use calendars for promotion. Thanks for 
that, day calendars become parts of my childhood and inspired me 
to do this project. 

The core concepts of the project are 1) Quantifying each day 
to a piece of paper and making every day counts. 2)Localisation– 
Integrate New Zealand’s information into Taiwanese format. The 
outcomes are four 27.5 x 41.5 cm tear-off calendars. Except for the 
basic dates, Day by Day Calendar includes information you might 
never think about, like the lunar dates, Auspicious/Inauspicious, 
moon phases, times of sunrise and sunset, what’s in season, 24 solar 
terms and Taiwan & New Zealand’s festivals with Chinese/English 
translation.  

Unlike the traditional day calendar, Day by Day calendar is 
separated into four pieces by season. The project emphasises on the 
season changes throughout 2021. Since the seasons are the biggest 
difference between Northern hemisphere and Southern hemisphere. 
Five parts show the seasons in the Day by Day Calendar, the covers, 
ink colours, paper colours, the colour of the back/front boards and 
the seasonal pages. The seasons are distinguished by colours, red 
represents summer; orange represents Autumn; blue represents 
winter, and the green represents Spring. The covers would indicate 
the duration of the seasons and the festivals.

The project aims to stimulate the culture exchange between 
Taiwan and New Zealand. And, experiment the position of paper-
based day calendar in the digital epoch. It is not just a calendar; it is 
a tool to change how you think about every single day.

Day by Day Calendar 2021  |  4

Day by Day Calendar

1) Quantifying each day to a piece of paper and making every day counts.
2) Localisation– Integrate New Zealand’s information into Taiwanese format.
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Content

Date

Week 
With the both English and Chinese.

Month 
With the both English and Chinese.

The Lunar Calendar Dates 
The lunar dates in the traditional Chinese calendar refer to the 
moon’s movement. The month starts from the new moon to the next. 
The days are numbered in sequence from 1 to 29 (or 30). Thus, you 
can tell the moon phrases from the lunar dates. For example, the 1st 
of a month represents the new moon, the 15th represents the full 
moon. Data retrieved data from https://www.chinesecalendaronline.
com/2021/1/1.htm

Auspicious & Inauspicious  
There is a section called auspicious & inauspicious in the traditional 
Chinese lunar calendar. This calendar also provides the English 
translation. People use them to pick up lucky dates for occasions like 
wedding, moving, funeral and so on. The theory behind is telling 
good or bad luck by viewing celestial phenomena. Data retrieved 
from https://www.chinesecalendaronline.com/2021/1/1.htm

Festivals 
With both New Zealand and Taiwan’s festivals.

24 Solar Terms (Seasons) 
The 24 solar terms represent the seasonal changes of a year. It is 
based on the changes in the sun’s position in the zodiac throughout 
the year in the traditional Chinese calendar. The terms are named 
by the agricultural activities in ancient China. One season is divided 
into 6 solar terms, and one term lasts around two weeks. 

The Times of Sunrise & Sunset 
The times of sunrise and sunset at Auckland. Data retrieved from 
http://palmyweather.co.nz/moonphase.php

The Moon Phases 
The phases of the moon at the day in New Zealand. Data retrieved 
from http://palmyweather.co.nz/moonphase.php

Local Seasonal Ingredients 
The vegetables and fruits available in the time and the fun facts 
of them, Including the way of storage, history, the cooking/eating 
ways and how to grow them in the garden. Data retrial from https://
www.5aday.co.nz/whats-available/

二
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Contextual Approach Target Audience

What Informs The Project?

The Day by Day Calendar is a project that conducts the cultural 
exchange and social aspect within a commercial context. The 
project is aimed to achieve the cultural exchange between Taiwan 
and New Zealand through the day calendar format. On the other 

hand, with the development of technology, devices replace many 
paper-based products, including calendars. The lack of a sense 
of ritual in daily life affects people’s attitudes to everyday lives. 
By turning a page off every day, people can quantify times and 
might able to take back the pleasure in every day and regard the 
surroundings with the Day by Day Calendar.

The target audience is 1) People who are curious about what’s the 
feeling of using a physical day calendar. 2) Kiwis who are interesting 
to learn Taiwanese culture or Chinese. 3) Asians who needs a 
Chinese Almanac. As it is a graduate show project, the advance 
target is set to the youths and creative people. 

Three core values form the project. Frist is the cultural exchange 
between Taiwan and New Zealand. The entire project follows this 
aim and reflects on the information display. Second, creating a new 
position for paper-based day calendars in the digital era. Third, 
the political concern for Taiwan. The Hong Kong Protest and the 
brilliant results on the COVID-19 prevention resulted in the media 
exposure of Taiwan internationally. It may be the best timing to 
discuss the sovereignty problem of Taiwan and letting people know 
about this issue.

Day by Day Calendar 2021  |  8

Investigate and create a typographical tear-off day calendar as a study 
of cul¬ture exchanging between Taiwan and New Zealand and the 
significance of physical calendar in the digital era.
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Intention

Research Method

Convention

This project started with the idea of introducing Taiwan, my 
home coun¬try, to New Zealanders. Thus, I take the items which 
are often seen in the Taiwanese immigrants’ houses, the lunar 
calendar, as a cutting point.

Although people are not farmers anymore, superstition may be 
part of our blood. Today, people still refer the Auspicious on the 
lunar calendar to decide when to host some big events like weddings. 
There are many different forms of lunar calendar nowadays, such as 
books, apps as well as day calendars. 

Tear-off day calendars with advertising and contact information 
is a popular promotion method of businesses in Taiwan. Thanks for 
that, the tear-off calendars became parts of my childhood. I used 
them to fold paper plane and my mom refers to the Auspicious to 
decide the date of moving to a new house. Some people used the 
calendar paper of Valentine’s Day to write a love letter. This product 
was once the collective memory of different generations. Nowadays, 
digital devices replace many paper-based items, which includes 
calendars. However, I still believe in the romance of physical 
calendars. Quantifying each day to a piece of paper and make each 
day count. 

On the other hand, I hope more people can get to know about 
Tai¬wan so that Taiwan can be recognised as a country and not be 
the next Hong Kong. If the official connection cannot be expected, 
we can at least do something to build a stronger non-government 
relationship. And get to know about Taiwan is the first step. This 
project is just a small step.

the history of festivals and so on. The values I want to deliver is 
within the action and the calendar itself. Thus, the case study  
is vital. 

This project applies the bottom-up research method as the 
theme is the format itself. Therefore, the research is around some 
piecemeal topics, like the convention of the day calendar and 
traditional Chinese calendar, the astronomy behind season changes, 

The day calendar is originally designed for farmers, but the users 
are not limited to the farmers. It is a popular promotional product 
until now. Businesses would print their contact detail at the bottom 
of the page. The elements in traditional day calendar include:

◆ Year: List at least Western year and the Republic of China era year. 
Usually layout on the top of the page.

◆ Month
◆ Date: display the date in large letters. 
◆ Week
◆ Chinese calendar date and solar terms
◆ Auspicious & Inauspicious
◆ Festivals
◆ Advertisement
◆ Weekend: in some calendar, Saturdays and Sundays will be 
printed in one sheet.

Recently, day calendars become a popular product again. Many 
design studios rolled their calendar with different interesting topics. 
For example, the flower shop launches several calendars with flower 
and plants as topics. The cultural research institute collaborates 
the design studio and rolled out the nostalgia calendar. The topics 
are varying but with a common ground, which is calling out the 
awareness of the inconspicuous objects around us. Those ideas 
inspired the Day by Day Calendar to combine the culture of New 
Zealand and Taiwan. 

10
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Case Study 

CALENDAR PROJECT by Five Metal Shop

This case study will focus on its method and the similar concept 
of the physical calendar. The CALENDAR PROJECT started from 
an experimental idea of breaking the high-repeatable calendar 
market in Taiwan. businesses often give similar calendars as new 
year gifts to clients. The project aimed at determining why most 
of the calendars on the market are so similar through real product 
development. On the other hand, they were examining that in 
the time which most of the thing can be resolved online, is there 
still a need for the physical calendar products. The final product 
came out with a 12.3 x 18.4cm, 384 pages tear-off calendar contains 
51 illustrations and 10 Pantone colours. Making each day count 
through an action. Except for the basic dates, the Five Metal Shop 
(FMS) calendar includes the phase of the moon, 24 solar terms 
and festivals, the time of sunrise and sunset and the seasonal 
ingredients. 

Five Metal Shop (FMS) is a creative studio that provides 
comprehensive creative solutions including strategy, branding, UX/
UI, communication design and so on. They locate in Taipei and 
Hong Kong. FMS awarded Project No.30 Wallpaper* Magazine: 
best products 100 WGSN UK most potential brand in the year 
Maison & Objet Paris participation in 2016 and Best Design Team in 
Taiwan, Shopping Design Strategy Partner, Creative Expo Taiwan 
in 2018. Their other specialist is to assist the traditional industry-
transforming through suitable market strategy and design. They 
claimed that design is one of the few working with science and art to 
solve problems by the bold creation. 

There is a special social context of this kind of tear-off calendar 
in Taiwan. The calendar format of tearing off paper to represent a 
day passed is a unique design from the East of Asian. It originally 
designed to fit the farmers’ lifestyle. They begin to work by sunrise 
and go home by sunset and their harvest depends on the climate. 
When I was a child, my grandmother used to write the recipes 

and the shopping list at the back of the calendar. My grandfather 
would see if tomorrow is a good day to do some certain things. This 
product was once the collective memory in different generations. 
The traditional physical calendars are gradually disappearing in our 
life because most people are not the ‘traditional farmers’ anymore. 
On the other hand, it may because the past design no longer meets 
the needs of modern life. They were wondering is it possible for 
the ‘traditional tear-off calendar’ to fit modern life again and how 
influence can such products be.

In addition to the desire of having a well-designed calendar, the 
aim of this project is to against the trend of digitalising and taking 
back to the paper. They started with the traditional tear-off calendar, 
which was normally seen on the wall of grandma’s kitchen or next to 
the clock in the living room of my hometown when I was a kid. ‘We 
took off the traditional calendar on the wall and tore down, selfishly 
left the romance components in our mind, then carefully redesign 
it.’ They carefully rearranged and deleted the original elements then 
left the normal but unnoticed things like the time of sunrise/sunset 
and the phrases of the moon. Combining with the simple icons of 
solar terms and festivals. 

Content & Convention
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At this time of the excessive online world, let time go offline quietly.

My idea is similar to FMS’s calendar project but different from 
the aim and target audience. I’m in the position of culture exchange, 
instead of helping to transform the traditional industry, I’m aiming 
to introduce Taiwanese culture through the format that Kiwis may 
know but unfamiliar with, which is the tear-off daily calendar. 
Packaging the local information and brief introduction of Taiwan 
in a Taiwanese way must the interesting. For example, since the 
seasons of the Northern hemisphere are opposite to the south 
atmosphere, I’m going to apply the south atmosphere lunar calendar 
to my calendar project. I will also find the local seasonal ingredients 
to collaborate. Therefore, my target market is Asians and kiwis who 
are interesting in the lunar calendar, Taiwanese culture and the 
special calendar format. 

FMS’s project gives me an idea of the content and their concept 
of ‘physical time’ is the same as mine. With the same method but 
different aims and target market, this is a worthy case study for me. 
Additionally, the process of FMS’s calendar project is interesting as 
well. A simple calendar project was nearly forced to stop several 
times because it required the print house to change the old process 
and no one was willing to.

The old school calendar in Taiwan usually made by very thin 
paper and bound by hand. In the time of low labour cost, it was 
noted rare to see women binding calendars by hand in the living 
room. 

The concept of making a better calendar was excitedly passed by 
the team. We believed that it should not be difficult to develop this 
product. After all, the product prototypes have already existed for 
decades, and we did not reinvent them. We deleted the unnecessary 
information, re-selected the appropriate paper, and carefully made 
the minimum design. We translated the existing concepts, such as 
solar terms, sunrises and sunsets, into the forms fit to our life.

What’s the quality of the hard copy should present? What’s the 
weight of the paper and the entire publication?’ Those questions 
should be in the designer’s mind so that the work can smoothly 

transform from 2D to 3D. With these considerations, FMS decided 
to use 30gsm glossy paper to print the calendar, but it was not going 
as well as they thought. The printers nowadays usually accept 
minimum 0.06~0.07mm, but the paper they selected was only 
0.05mm. They adhered to the 0.05mm plus 10 special colours, thus, 
the paper was too thin and must be bound manually. Since the tough 
printing condition, there was no supplier to accept their case. A 
simple calendar was forced to stop several times because it required 
the print house to change the old process. 

‘We don’t print this. It’s too complicated…’
‘We don’t print on this kind of paper, it’s too thin…’

‘…No, we don’t 
print this even if 
there is a big amount 
because the colour 
and the layout is 
different…’

‘It can cost less if 
you follow our layout, 
which is going to be 
easier than you design 
by yourself. Besides, 
we can do a bronzing 
logo.’

‘It’s too 
complicated, don’t you 
just stop doing this?’

Unexpectedly, this 
calendar project was 

rejected by different printing companies either in a gentle or tough 
way. Even though traditional industry transformation is the core 
service of FMS, we sadly realised how similar was this mini-project 
to the truth of the traditional industry transformation.

- High manufacturing process homogeneity among different 
manufacturers in the industry.

-The more closed the industry is, the less willing to try new 

Content & Convention
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stuff. They don’t want to believe in the possibility of new markets to 
change their service process or the level of the competition, etc...

Then the result is that the forward-thinking companies see 
the possibility of the market and prepare to challenge. On the 
other hand, the companies which are unwilling to get out of the 
comfort zone keep assist on the old service process and lose their 
competitive advantage and unavoidably enter the price war of the 
homogeneous products.

This normal, but not normal at all, calendar was finally achieved 
by the persistence of the FMS team and a professional printing 
company who are willing to try the new printing process.

Pocket Chinese Almanac 2016 
by Joanna C. Lee & Ken Smith

Pocket Chinese Almanac 2016 is a book of the English version of 
the Chinese lunar calendar, which is about predictions day by day. 
Pocket Chinese Almanac series has published in New York by Joanna 
Lee and Ken Smith from 2010 till now. It provides an entry for 
English speakers to get to know this interesting and time-honoured 
book. The style comes from its faithfulness to the agrarian Chinese 
society. It contains two headings each day, ‘good’ and ‘bad’, which 
represent the lucky things and unlucky thing to do on that day. For 
example, some days are good for rituals, weddings, breaking ground 
or other pursuits like ‘building stoves’ or ‘the maiden voyage of a 
boat.’ Some days are bad for those things. Each term is an excursion 
into metaphor since the time changes the meaning, and the authors 
also add the explanations in. For example, ‘pest control’ is about 
firing people, and ‘buying livestock’ is ‘I got a new cat.’

Joanna Lee and her husband, Ken Smith list themselves as 
translators and annotators. They consulted a geomancer, Warwick 
Wong who learned to divine trends in climate and weather. Lee is 
a Hong Kong translator and interpreter. Ken Smith is a writer who 
has a deep knowledge of Chinese culture. They participated in 
many cultural projects as artistic advisors, such as Broadway play 
Chinglish. 

This book provides well translation of many tough Chinese terms 
and its explanation of the meaning behind also correct and easy to 
understand. In my calendar project, the lunar calendar is going to be 
the major part. Though the calendar of the Southern hemisphere is 
different from the north, I can use their translation and annotation 
of the complex Chinese terms. Besides, it gives me an example of 
the content of an English lunar calendar. What should be explained 
and which parts would attract the readers’ interest. Moreover, the 
cover of the almanac is full of the Chinese elements and special New 
York flavour, which is from the Chinese arts and the typeface in my 
opinion. I’m not going to follow its style, but the elements are worth 
analysing. 

Content & Convention
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The Maps of Taiwan Culture  
by 12 Artists

It is a guide to get to know the local and customs of Taiwan in 
terms of illustration maps. The collection contains twelve different 
topics of map combined with twelve regions recommended by 
twelve artists. They created maps of their familiar towns and guided 
people understanding the place they love. It is a great book for 
local education for children as well as adults. The twelve themes 
include terrain, animals, ecology, traditional festivals, food, local 
products, landmarks, ethnic groups, lighthouses, museums etc. The 
list of twelve regions contains Kaohsiung, Chishang, Taiwan 193 
Line, Yancheng, Taichung, Tainan Mountain, Yilan, Taitung, Chiayi, 
Northeast Corner, Dajiayuanli and other 12 areas. 

This map book shows the cultural diversity of Taiwan visually 
and directly. Which is suitable for kids to understand Taiwan. 
The authors are local illustrators, children’s book writers, artists, 
designers, architect and columnist. Many of them are the award-
winners and famous in the creative industry in Taiwan. It provides 
an easy and fun way to understand Taiwanese customs and culture. 
They use the maps as a tool to communicate visually, which is easier 
for kids or foreigners to learn about Taiwan and Chinese. Comparing 
with other text-heavy journal article, children’s book can be a better 
and friendly approach. 

This illustration maps collection provides structured information 
about the culture and customs of Taiwan. It shows me a way to 
introduce a place, a country with well-organised information and 
illustration. It is a good example of displaying Taiwan with children’s 
book.

The graphics show in the book is inspired. It provides many 
different styles of illustration.

I can do research based on the entry-level information in the 
book and change into the way that suitable for teens and adults. 

Moreover, it provides a list of Taiwanese designers who are 
specialised in designing the local theme, which can form my case 
study. Last but not least, the value of graphic design can be found 

in it, delivering information in an approachable way for a certain 
group of people. Which is one of the superpowers of designers, the 
influence on the public.

As a Taiwanese graphic designer, I want to help people to get 
to know about Taiwan. Through the COVID-19 crisis, people may 
hear about Taiwan and know its contribution, but we still out of the 
door of WHO. I feel disappointed about this because it feels like no 
matter how good we are, it is impossible to get out of the dilemma 
of international orphan without losing our sovereignty. Today’s 
Hong Kong can be tomorrow’s Taiwan. But I believe people are the 
root of politics. Careless can be the factor to fall. Yet, one of the 
superpowers of designers is the influence on the public. I’m just a 
little fish in the big river, there is too much I cannot do, but it’s better 
than doing nothing. 

Content & Convention
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鄭淑芬 , 吳 . 王 . c. 許 . 嘻 . 蔡 . 羅 . 一 . 張 . 曹 . 詹 . 林 . (2016). 12 個插畫家的台灣風情地圖 . 
Taipei: 聯經出版事業公司 .

The Place Magazine

The Place magazine is a Taiwanese magazine explores and 
records faces of cities. There are four editors collected the elements 
that constitute the lifestyle of Taoyuan, Tainan, Pingtung, and 
Taitung, then gathered them into 4 volumes of local chronicles.

Its target audience is the readers who just touch the area of local 
creation and who want to explore further the meaning of life. It 
provides information about future opportunities and development 
of the certain region through a perspective to explore the possibility 
of the region.

The magazine aims to lead readers to rediscover their ability 
to perceive life, and further pursue various imaginations of the 
possibility of the local life through the series of publications. 

This set of magazines explore the time series, local figures, maps, 
economic profiles, customs, and terminology of different regions. By 
introducing the local affairs in an easy-to-understand manner, the 
reader can understand local cultural development from the aspects 
of the economy, business activities, and brands, as well as their 
relationship among the culture, design, food, travel and residents. 
Additionally, it offers the English translation besides as a window for 
foreign readers to know about Taiwan. 

Overall, this series of the magazine is worth reading in terms 

by 編集者新聞社有限公司

Content & Convention
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Influence 
Wang Zhi-Hong

To fit the theme of the publication, I find a Taiwanese graphic 
designer as my artist model for the project. Wang Zhi-Hong is a 
famous Taiwanese graphic designer designed hundreds of books 
over the past 20 years and made a big influence on the Taiwanese 
publishing industry. His design often applies typography with a 
big amount of empty area. The proper choice of typeface and quiet 
design style attracts me several times in the bookstore before I know 
his name. His design gives people a general idea of the books but 
also leaves a big space for the reader to Imaginate. 

‘Wang made his presence felt in the world of book cover design 
in2001, crafting a brand-new design style that blended classicism 
and modernism with a distinctive focus on typographic.’ – Muroga 
Kiyonori, Editor of Chief, idea Magazine

How to get a fidelity between Latin and Asian scripts so they 
could feel coherent? This problem hits me when I start choosing the 
typefaces, and Wang Zhi-Hong is my solution model. He successfully 
cooperates different language, mainly Chinese, English and Japanese 
as elements in his work. He also let me see the possibility of 
combining different culture elements (Taiwanese, Chinese, Japanese 
and Western cultures). The details of his works are so appealing 

that become a defining characteristic of his design style. He adept 
several cultural characters of East Asia, which is the approach I want 
to explore further both in the project and the future projects. 

Content & Convention
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of both content and design aesthetic. In the content, it provides a 
comprehensive structure to introduce a region. Which can apply 
to my publication as a direction to collect information of New 
Zealand. On the other hand, as a visual reference, the series covers 
use geometric shape to refer to the land. The types with white boxes 
indicate the road signs and show theme place for the volume. The 
name of the magazine applies the arrow in which inspired my book 
name as well. The neutral style that The Place magazine cooperated 
is very inspired for as a publication introducing the culture of a 
region/city and a visual reference in terms of the type choice, logo 
and visual style. 

Zhi-Hong, W. (2016). The Homeland at Dusk http://
wangzhihong.com/. Taiwan: Rye Field Publications
Zhi-Hong, W. (2019). A Chinese Font Walk NEXT http://
wangzhihong.com/. Taiwan: Faces Publications.
Zhi-Hong, W. (2018). A Carpenter and His Taiwan 
Exposition http://wangzhihong.com/. Taiwan: Rye Field 
Publications.
Zhi-Hong, W. (2017). Formosa Heat http://wangzhihong.
com/. Taiwan: Rye Field Publications.
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Traditional Chinese calendar

The traditional Chinese calendar contains almanac and 
divination guide. The calendar parts are based on the movement 
of sun and moon in the sky. The position of sun decides the season 
and the phases of moon forms the dates in a lunar month. In other 
words, the period of a new moon to the next new moon is one lunar 
moon, which is about 29 04 30 days. The position of Earth to the Sun 
influence how the Sun shines on Earth. For example, then the Sun 
shines directly on the Northern hemisphere, it is summer in the 
northern hemisphere but winter in Southern hemisphere. Based 
on these, the traditional Chinese developed 24 Solar terms which 
separate four seasons into 24. Averagely two weeks will change a 
term. The Day by Day Calendar introduced every solar term and how 
is that performs in Southern hemisphere. 

On the other hand, the parts of the divination guide deal with 
what is suitable to do on each day and even extended to hourly 
forecast. Some Asian families, including mine, still follow these days 
for important events, such as a wedding, funerals, etc. This part is 
somehow related to Taoism, which is a popular religion in Taiwan. 
Taoism and Buddhism were mixed in Taiwan, you would often see 
Buddha is placed in a Taoism temple. And the amount of temple is 
uncountable in Taiwan. People who believe in Taoism and Buddhism 
would follow the traditional Chinese calendar and fung shui, but 
people who are not may still follow it. The Day by Day Calendar 
includes the Auspicious & Inauspicious and the English translation. 
If you don’t know what to do today, check the calendar and see 
what’s lucky to do and what’s not. 

26

Social-cultural Context

Psychology Concern

The cultural concerns of the calendar project are the cultural 
exchange and culture integration. Promoting the Taiwanese 
culture to New Zealand while introducing New Zealand to 
Taiwan. In the project, it starts with introducing the festivals 
in each other’s country - what people celebrating and how they 

celebrate are big parts in a culture. 

As technology progresses, people’s focus eyes more and more 
on the screens and regardless of their surroundings. This kind of 
ritual lacking makes life tired and boring. The sense of ritual is 
being serious, respect, awe and passion to life. It is a kind of self-
suggestion which can improve the ability of concentration, reaction 
and thinking. The sense of ritual can be simple, like having a cup of 
coffee every morning, checking your clothes carefully every time 
before going out or turning off a page of the calendar at the end of 
the day. People always need some rituals to start or end something. 
Let the ordinary days having extraordinary meanings. Starting your 
everyday life with a pilgrimage-like ceremony. By treating trivial 
things with care, every day can be a special day.

Life as Journey 

People focus on their devices most of the time and neglect their 
surroundings. Did you remember what’s the shape of the moon last 
night? Did you notice the season changes? Perceiving the beauty 
beside us, whether small or big. When you slow down, you will find 
different views. The information within the Day by Day Calendar can 
remain you about those little things happen around. For example, 
the sunset times and the moon phases for people going home late, 
and the sunrise times for all-nighters and early riser. Also, there 
are fun facts of fruits and vegetables in different seasons and the 
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introduction of seasons and Taiwan & New Zealand’s festivals. That 
knowledge seems far away but they are very close to our lives.

As the paper-based calendars are gradually replaced by devices, 
the brand-new format of the calendar to package the knowledge of 
our surroundings, people might take back the sense of ritual and 
passions to their daily lives and the surrounding environment. 

Political Concern

The political concerns in the project are not conspicuous and 
bold but it is there on every page; just like the politics in our daily 
life. People who do not understand the political status of Taiwan and 
the ‘One China Policy’ might not see how controversial the work is. 
I put 中華民國一百一十年 on every page, which means the 110th 
year of the establishment of the Republic of China (ROC). Also, I 
celebrate the national day on 10 Oct and put Taiwan’s flag on the 
page. Those are common in Taiwan as well as other countries, but 
it is unacceptable to the China government. Due to their ‘One China 
Policy’, they do not recognise the ROC (Taiwan). Thus, the China 
government doesn’t allow Taiwan attending many international 
organisations and competitions, including WHO, which ignored 
Taiwan’s warning of COVID 19 and indirectly caused the pandemic. 
Last year, the Hong Kong protests shocked the Taiwanese a lot afraid 
to be the next Hong Kong. 

While the China-US trade war aggravating, the crisis in the 
Taiwan Strait has rapidly increased. Recently, China continuedly 
sends the warplanes and fly over the middle line of Taiwan Strait. 
Moreover, since the beginning of this year, the impact of the 
COVID-19 put Taiwan under the spotlight and gained international 
exposure. The support to Taiwan of other countries increased 
the threat of China to Taiwan. On 24 Oct, China threatens to send 
fighter jets over Taiwan if USAF files over the country to ‘defend 
sovereignty’. This is rude and unreasonable. China and Taiwan have 
been separated for more than 70 years since the civil war between 
the Kuomintang and Communist Party in 1949. Although Taiwan had 
never ruled by the Communist Party, the China government consist 

of Taiwan as part of China for many years and continued to suppress 
Taiwan’s development on diplomatic and economy. And requested 
other countries to obey the ‘One China Policy’, which not allow any 
official relationship with Taiwan. 

The status might be tense, but thanks to the democratic system, 
the voice of people won’t be ignored. What can be done as a designer 
is to keep and transform our culture and let more people involved. 
And, the Day by Day Calendar is the first step.

五
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Future Opportunity

Is it possible for an East Asian format calendar to present the 
local information and be accepted by the public? How potential 
is this market? Similar ideas were conducted successfully 
in Taiwan. In recent year, the culture and creative industry 
flourish in Taiwan. Nostalgia and reforming became one of the 

popular topics. I want to introduce the Taiwanese design into this 
project, since passing and promote the tradition in a contemporary 
language is one of the important and honour jobs of designers. 

On the business aspect, since it is a great product to understand 
either Taiwan or New Zealand’s culture, the governments/office 
might be the best collaborator to commercialise this project. 
Networking is the most lacking stuff for this project. With the 
official support, it might be easier to solve. Also, the government or 
cultural office are suitable for promoting the culture of the country. 
Considering its context, it might be good to launch this product in 
the culture exchanging events like New Zealand Taiwan Day. 

30

Critical Reflection

There are several parts I would like to develop as more time and 
resources permitting. First is the paper stock. I want to try printing 
the calendar on the white and thin paper; as thin as possible. The 
paper should be easily torn off and environment friendly. Whereas, 
printing on thin paper might be harder than printing on thick paper 
according to the case study of FMS Calendar. Next is the printing 
technique. The printing texture is the thing I always want to try. Just 
like the cover, I did in Risograph, I want to apply it onto every page 
of the calendar. It can be achieved only in large quantity. 

六
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Typefaces

Sofia Pro Black

Noto Serif TC 思源宋體

Garamond Premier Pro Bold Subhead

Source Serif Variable Regular

Sofia Blacks is used for all the number elements, such as dates 
and the times of sunrise and sunset. The number is the most 
important part of a calendar. Sofia Black is a san serif font features 
with its roundness, which provides a neutral and relaxed feeling. 

Noto family, known as Source Han CJK is a pan-Asian typeface 
created by Adobe and Google. The lyrical and humanistic tone 
fits the concept of the calendar project, culture exchange, simple, 
international but still with the emotions. Noto Serif supports four 
kinds of glyphs (Simplified and Traditional Chinese, Japanese and 
Korean). It provides regional differentiation glyphs. CJK (Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean) all use Chinese characters in their writing 
system, but the written in big or small differences. This type family 
is a revolutionary product that provides accomplished glyphs and 
fidelity between Latin and Asian scripts.

Garamond is popularly used in the book and fine print. In this 
project, it is used as big and bold types. The old-style and resembling 
handwritten design gives the personality of humanity and modern 
adaption. 

Source Serif is the Latin version of Noto Serif. It works cohesively 
with Noto Serif as well as Garamond Premier Pro. Source Serif 
Variable has the higher X high and less contrast of strokes, which is 
just like a more readable version of Garamond Premier Pro.
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Design Decisions

Visual Style
The visual style of the project is the combination of the 

contemporary and traditional Chinese approach. The unified bright 
colours on the entire page resembling the printing technique of 
the traditional day calendar. The lines, grids, font of number and 
paper stock give the contemporary tone while the frames, symmetry 
shapes, colours and typefaces take shape the feeling of tradition. 
The mixture of the above elements forms the visual style of the 
calendar, which I hope can give the new imagery to the traditional 
day calendar.

Colours
The colour palette represents the four seasons. Green signifies 

Spring; red signifies Summer; Orange signifies Autumn, and blue 
signifies Winter. In the normal days, the unified colour is used 
on the entire page within the whole season. The brightness and 
unity of the colour palette simulate the printing technique of the 
traditional day calendar. In Taiwan, the traditional day calendar 
usually contains only two to three default colours because of the 
cost. The colours would represent weekdays and weekends and the 
common ink colours are red, green, blue and black. In the seasonal 
and festival days, cyan is added to emphasis on the differentiation 
among the normal days. 

Summer Autumn Winter Spring Special
Colour

Layout
The core principle of the layout is symmetry. The traditional 

Chinese architecture and patten emphasis the balance and 
symmetry of the shapes. It is also easier for the audience to find the 
relative translation of English/Chinese. 

Grid
The calendar uses the four-column grid to help builds the 

symmetry layout. The grid is built with decorated borders. The 
frames give the quality of traditional Chinese style and distinguish 
the information. Also, they indicate the relative translation of 
English/Chinese. The paired translations apply the same shape 
of frames, such as the month on the top and the auspicious/
inauspicious. 

Hierarchy
The focal point of all the layouts are the big, bold date (number) 

in the middle, then the rest of the information. The radial lines 
behind guide the readers’ eyes to the date as well as the frames. 

Image Treatment
The images in the project include the vegetables and fruits in 

What’s in Season, the moon, sunset and sunrise. They are edited 
to a collage style in monotone with a print noise filter, which adds 
the traditional tones. The moon phases and the sun in the sunset & 
sunrise icons are flat vector shapes, which give the contemporary 
feel as well.

Components
Plum flower: The plum flowers add in the seasonal days and festivals 
represent Taiwan. Since the plum flower is the national flower of 
Taiwan. It is commonly used in symbol of government organisations 
of Taiwan and the flag of Chinese Taipei (The name Taiwan uses in 
Olympic).

Crabapple pattern( 海棠紋 ): The shape used in the normal day is 
the symbol of Crabapple. Just like other flowers, it represents the 
lucky, honoured, happiness and wealth.
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Chrysanthemum ( 菊 ): The pattern on seasonal days is 
chrysanthemum symbolise forever, peace and longevity in 
traditional Chinese ornamentation. 

Meander ( 回紋 / 雷紋 ): The pattern on the festival days is called 
Meander, which represents endless fortune and good luck. 

Lozenge ( 方勝 ): The endless pattern used on the year and the 
frame is a lozenge, which is a kind of Auspicious Knot. It is a lucky 
object and often used on frames. 

Paper Stock
The tracing paper is used for the normal days and seasonal days. 

The transparency of tracing paper enables us to see through the 
page underneath. It provides the modern feel to the calendar. The 
see-through function makes people looking forward to the next 
day. The coloured paper applies to the festival days to add a special 
feeling. The paper colour suggests the season. The cover is also 
printed by coloured paper. The white tissue paper is put between 
the tracing paper and coloured paper to prevent the transparency 
problem of tracing paper when the non-tracing paper is underneath. 

Printing
The inner pages are printed by laser printer while the covers 

are printed in Risograph to increase the texture and the sense of 
humanity. The feature of Risograph also makes every copy unique.  

Binding
The Day by Day Calendar is divided into four sections by seasons, 

each calendar has its symbol colour (See Design Decision – Colours). 
The screw binding method is resembling to the traditional day 
calendar. The backboards allow the calendars to be hanged. The 
pages are perforated and with a border pressing on so that the pages 
can be torn off. 
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